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May 15 & 16  

Mid North Indiana  

I am sure the first event 
of the year will have itõs 
moments of hugs and 

smiles.   

 With Mary Linder 
taking the lead, there is 
no question the event 
will be successful and 
such a great way to cast 
our way into the 2010 

season.  

 Let me tell you 
about Mary. My first 
opportunity to meet the 
Chairperson of the Mid -
North Indiana Chapter 
was the 2010 Convention 
held in Hayward in April.  
No grass will grow under 
Maryõs feet as she takes 

the lead for the many 
volunteers who come 
together for the joy of 
seeing those rare 
opportunities for a 
special group of people 

who ask for so little and 

give us so much in return.   

 May 21 -23 The 
Hayward Chapter will be 
headed for the water. 
Chairman John Blank will 
be able to take a deep 
breath as the last of the 
details come together.   
Wednesday the tents will go 
up and the event will soon 

begin.  

   May 22 -23  

UW Oshkosh, Chuck 
DeMunck  has a group of 
students looking to share 
the experience of their year 
of training and to look to 
the future and put their 
education to work to bring 
joy to others in a day of 

angling.  

 M a y  2 2 - 2 3 
Cincinnati OH has Bill 
Reichert guiding the way 
and watching the details to 
be sure the experience for 
the angler is as memorable 

as for the volunteers.   

 June 4, 5 and 6 
Watch the water in Eagle 
River, WI.  Wil Campbell 
has been our leader  for 
many years.  Everything 
runs so smooth you donõt 
even know when the 
boats leave the shore as 
the peace and the 
direction comes together 
to keep the flow of energy 

in this experience.  

 June 5  

Columbus,  OH has a new 
C h a i r m a n ,  T o d d 
Woltersdorff.  He comes 
with much experience 
from years with this great 
group of volunteers.  I 
know that many smiles 

come out at these events.  

       June 12  

Cottonwood, MN will be 
experiencing their second 
event.  From the pictures 
I received from Paul Geihl 
last year, the day had a 
great deal of success for 

all who came.  

Sharing the moment and 
r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e 
experience give meaning 

to time spent on the water  

 June 12  

Parsons, KS will have  
many smiles and I know 
that Kathy Crouch will let 
me know as she did last 
year, what a delight it is  
to experience these 
moments of confidence 
from those who bring us 

together.  
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Wish List for our 

lending library  

È Life preservers that inflate 

for our wheelchair 

participants  

È Enjoy the Fight ñarm brace  

È Banners  

È Rods & Reels  

Wish List  

È Advertising space in sports 

and outdoors publications  

È Short video presentation to 

promote our organization  
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Membership is a very important 
part of our organization.  With 
grants and donations down we 
will need to increase our 

members.  

We need you to help meet the 

challenge of our Mission.  

One of our major resources 
requires growth by number of 
states we reach.  Over the past 
few years we have lost several 
states which we must make up.   
Do you know of someone, 
either a friend,  relative, or an 
organization that might be 
interested in holding an event?  
Another way you can help meet 
the need of our organization is 
finding businesses, large or 
small, that may help in 

supporting some of our 
needs.  One such item is  
large FHNB banners, for all of 
our chapters to display at 
their event.  Also, equipment 
to be loaned out to chapters, 
such as life jackets and 
fishing equipment for their 
event.  There are many ways 
it can happen:such as 
covering a specific item; a 
piece of equipment, like 
automatic activated life 
jackets for those in wheel 
chairs who have difficulty 
with a standard jacket, or 
possibly the cost of  posters, 
awards, or ongoing operating 
expenses of the National 

office.  

Membership Drive  

$3500  

$7000  

$10500  

$14000  

$17500  

$21000  

$24500  

$28000  

$35000  

$31500  

Grant Update  

We received grants from The Green 

Bay Packer Foundation along with  

The Christopher & Dana Reeve  

Foundation.   

 

We have worked to meet the needs of 
our participants and in future issues  

will share pictures and stories of  the 
results of receiving these grants.  To 
continue our success we must shine 

and reflect on these special mo-

ments.  

In our next issue, we will spotlight 
some new products we have found 

that will benefit our participants.  

Lisle Suzawith accepting the Packer 

Foundation check from  

CEO Mark Murphy  



well.  The Denofrioõs also brought 
their boat to the  Hayward Event 
and the Chicagoland Event.  We 
are not exactly sure what year 
they first attended the Madison 
Event, but our winter 2002 
newsletter pictures Chuck & 

JoEtte joined by Debbie Bongard, 
our EMS coordinator, and other 
EMTõs on their rescue boat.   

We are very grateful to Chuck and 

JoEtte Denofrio for their years of 

dedication to Fishing Has No 

Boundaries, and feel they are not 

only deserving of being named 

volunteers of the year, but 

volunteers of the decade.  

    Chuck and JoEtte 

Denofrio  

  Volunteers of the Year  

Madison Wisconsin  

our 2009 Event.  JoEtte Denofrio passed 
away on April 21, 2009 after a brief illness.  
We learned of her death with great sorrow 
and thought we would not see Chuck at 
our July Event, but we were wrong.  Chuck 
was there with his boat helping to keep our 
Event safe.  

This year we will have a new fish board for 
participants to display their daily catch 
and have pictures taken.  It will be 

provided with memorial money in honor of 
JoEtte.  

Although the Madison Chapter received 
great benefit from this volunteer couple, 
they will be familiar to other chapters as 

This nomination came from the 
Madison Chapter as the story was 
told.  It may be a little unusual to 
nominate for volunteer of the year 
someone who attends your event year 
after year and you hope they do 
nothing  but cruise around Lake 
Mendota enjoying the beautiful 
weather.  Such is the case with Chuck 
Denofrio, who with his wife JoEtte  
drove from their home in Illinois with 
their water emergency rescue boat 
and spend two days on the water ð 
regardless of the weather.   Both had 

first aid and CPR training and were a 
great addition to our EMTõs already on 
the water.  

There certainly were a few times when 
their quick response saved what could 
have been a much more serious 
situation.  Such as the time a 
speeding boater put up a wave that 

swamped one of our boats with a 
participant in heavy leg braces.  
Quick response made this a wet 
experience but not a disaster.  

Half of this dynamic duo was not at 

Volume 2010, Issue 1  Page 3 

ñReach for the Starsò Chapter Chair of the Year 
Thanks to Steve Linder we have learned about a great lady.  I feel Steve  said 
the words that many of us feel, about people we know who do great things.  I 
�Z�L�O�O���O�H�W���\�R�X���O�H�D�U�Q���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W���0�D�U�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���6�W�H�Y�H�¶�V���Z�R�U�G�V�� 

�³�0�D�U�\�� �/�L�Q�G�H�U�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�U�� �F�K�D�L�U�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U���� �V�K�H�� �F�R�X�O�G��
qualify for both! Mary is the reason that there is a Mid-North In. chapter. She 
came across a pamphlet at the Indianapolis boat show about 16 years ago and 
thought this would be good for my brother to do. We went to the Illinois event 
to help and learn and liked what we saw.  We came home and recruited some 
friends to start our own chapter. Mary spends endless hours on the phone to 
participants, volunteers, vendors and other organizers to make our event run 
smooth.  We have such a great bunch of committee members and volunteers 
helping .  Even as we grow from year to year, it seems it gets easier every 
�\�H�D�U�����,�� �N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���H�D�F�K���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���K�D�V���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���O�L�N�H���0�D�U�\���R�U���W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W��
�O�D�V�W���O�R�Q�J�����7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�Q�¶�W���J�R���Z�U�R�Q�J���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���0�D�U�\�� �³�� 

    Steve is so right, each chapter has someone  

     like Mary, or the chapter will not survive. 

                   Mary Linder  

          Chapter Chair of the Year  

               Mid-North Indiana  

 
   ñReach for the Starsò Volunteer of the Year 


